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OLA Uniform Policy (Update) 

 
Dear Parents and Caregivers 
 

Over the last few months, I have noticed a decline in our uniform standards, hence the 

reason why I am sending this letter to all families. I would like to take this opportunity 

to thank those families who are being compliant and adhering to the uniform policy, 
whether it’s the new or old uniform. As communicated to all families, on a number of 

occasions, the current Year 3 students are the last cohort to be permitted to wear the 

old uniform, until they graduate, in three years.  
 

During our current transition period, I have been patient with students not wearing the 

correct uniform, however we’re now at a stage where some students are now wearing a 
combination of old, new and free dress. Some students have the authority to wear 

different items of clothing, for a number of reasons, however I believe, and I may be 

wrong, some families are now taking advantage of my compassionate nature (one of our 

RICE Values) and allowing their children to wear ‘whatever’. We live in a society where 
we’re required to be compliant with society laws and the same applies to our school (the 

school belongs to all current families). 

 
As communicated to all families, students are permitted to wear the old uniform or the 

new uniform, and a combination of both is acceptable during our transition period. We 

have also noticed an increasing number of students wearing non-school uniform items 
including tracksuit tops and bottoms and hats, these are not part of the school uniform. 

 

I’m not a person who ‘rants and raves’ about things, but our current situation is 

unacceptable. RESPECT and INTEGRITY, two key values in our school, are being 
compromised and that’s not what we’re about. Recently, I went to Dianella Plaza and 

noticed a student in their new academic school uniform, tracksuit top (not a school 

tracksuit top) and in sneakers.  
 

Upholding our pride in ourselves and our school’s image includes wearing the correct 

uniform, whether it’s old or new, and it is imperative that all students comply. We do not 
want to be one those schools who issue ‘Uniform Infringement Notices’ to students, 

because the students are not to blame for wearing the incorrect uniform. Secondary 

colleges would not accept a ‘free dress’ approach, and nor will we be accepting these 

standards.  
 

We have been advised the school shirts are a bit ‘stiff’ and the top button is too small to 

do the top button up. We have also been advised the ties are too long and hang down. 
Both of these issues have been rectified with a new ‘thinner’ shirt option and different 

size ties, including a long tie, being produced and will be on the shelves, at Nell Grey’s 

Superstore, in the coming months. 

 
I respectfully request parents take note of the contents of this note and support our 

school, in respect to our image, which is currently being compromised. We have school 
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photos next week and request students are correctly dressed in their uniform – old or 
new. 

 

 

Below is a summary of what is unacceptable, as per the school Uniform Policy: 
 

• Incorrect/non-school tracksuit tops and bottoms being worn (there are some 

students who have my permission not to wear the school tracksuit/certain items 
of the uniform, for various appropriate and relevant reasons); 

• Students not wearing a school hat (old or new school hat); 

• Students wearing the school winter uniform and sport shoes – should be wearing 
black shoes; 

• Students wearing their sports uniform with black school shoes; 

• Incorrect shorts and trousers with the new school shirt  

• Boys/girls wearing shorts and not the correct socks; 
• Some students not wearing ties, old or new (ties are to be worn with academic 

uniform until the end of Term 3) 

 
We have also noticed the following: 

 

• Inappropriate hairstyles with numbers/letter or symbols shaven into the hair line; 
• Students having two sets of earrings (only one set permitted and for OHS reasons, 

must be studs or a small sleeper in each earlobe); 

• One stud in one earlobe (Both genders are permitted to wear studs or a small 

sleeper, however they must be matching and on both earlobes). 
 

I am confident, with your support, students will comply with the school uniform policy 

and will be ‘ready to go’ for photos next week. 
 

Attached is our School Uniform Guide and Policy. 

 

 

Thanking you in anticipation. 

 
 

Greg Martin 

Principal 

11 September, 2020  
 


